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prepare to make the journey on the next day. Then
the heart of Vahuka was filled with anguish and
dismay, which was soon succeeded by indignation at
the princess for what he considered her disloyalty.
But, obedient to his master, he prepared the chariot
for the journey, and he drove so swiftly to the festival
that Rituparna was filled with amazement and said
to himself, " Surely no charioteer ever drove so well
since Nala himself held the reins."

He watched the man as he drove with admiration
not unmixed with envy at his skill; and, eager to
show that he too was a master of a difficult art, he
said to Vahuka as he drove swiftly onward :

" How many leaves and fruits have fallen from
yonder tree ? "

" I know not," was the answer.

" Of leaves, one hundred and one/5 said the
Raja, " and of nuts five score/5

" That is indeed wonderful," said the charioteer,
" and I will stop to test the truth of your saying."

Then without heeding his master's anger at the
delay he checked the horses, counted the leaves and
nuts and found the number exact. He climbed
again into the chariot, and said, "Prince, I have
skill with horses and you with numbers. Let us
make exchange of gifts."

The Raja, filled with admiration at the manly
strength and skill of his charioteer, at once consented
to make the exchange and imparted to Vahuka by
a kind of magic power his knowledge of numbers.
Now as soon as Nala felt that he had mastered the